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I must go through a course of this philosophy too; and being ever willing to embellish myself with any commendable qualifications, it was not long ere they persuaded me into the coach-box; nor indeed much longer before I underwent the fate of my brother Phaeton, for having drove about fifty paces with pretty good success, through my own natural sagacity, together with the good instructions of my tutors, who, to give them their due, were on all hands encouraging and assisting me in this laudable undertaking; I say, sir, having drove about fifty paces with pretty good success, I must needs be exercising the lash, which the horses resented so ill from my hands, that they gave a sudden start, and thereby pitched me directly upon my head, as I very well remembered about half-an-hour afterwards, which not only deprived me of all the knowledge I had gained for fifty yards before, but had like to have broken my neck into the bargain. After such a severe reprimand, you may imagine I was not very easily prevailed with to make a second attempt; and indeed, upon mature deliberation, the whole science seemed, at least to me, to be surrounded with so many difficulties, that notwithstanding the unknown advantages which might have accrued to me thereby, I gave over all hopes of attaining it, and I believe had never thought of it more, but that my memory has been lately refreshed by seeing some of these ingenious gentlemen ply in the open streets, one of which I saw receive so suitable a reward to his labours, that though I know you are no friend to story-telling, yet I must beg leave to trouble you with this at large.
About a fortnight since, as I was diverting myself with a pennyworth of walnuts at the Temple Gate, a lively young fellow in a fustian jacket shot by me, beckoned a coach, and told the coachman he wanted to go as far as Chelsea : they agreed upon the price, and this young gentleman mounts the coach-box; the fellow staring at him, desired to know if he should not drive until they were out of town. 'No, no', replied he : he was then going to climb up to him, but received another check, and was then ordered to get into the coach, or behind it, for that he wanted no instructors; ;*but be sure, you dog you', says he, 'don't you bilk me'. The fellow thereupon surrendered his whip,